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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

L, b s ckiapy | Fl;nm vere the folloving
numbar of Sibos (Hsimpo), Solons (So-lun) and Manchus (Man), in Sinkiang,
The Sibos zumbercd 9,203, or slightly less than +25% of the total populatien

of 9inkiang; the Solons nunbered 2,489, cr (067%; and the Manohus 679,
or o088, Despite the faot that Governcr Sheng Shih-tasi aplit these three
into distinot groups, all thres belong to the Manchu tribdal coalition.
Grouped together, they total 12,362, ar slightly over 33% of the total
population of Sinkieng.

2. Blateey inSigkiaaz: The 8ibes, Sclens azd Monchus all beloug to the Manohu
tribal ocalition, In language, as in customs and other respects, thelr
points of similarity ere such that the thres "races" must be oonsidered a»
esasntially one pecpls. They sonquered all of Ohins and all but divsppearsd
frem sight vhen their rule waa terainated in 1511, Only in Sinkiang have
the Manohus been abla to preserve th oharuoteristics which set them off
from other peoples.

The first large groups of Sibos, Solons and Manchus came to Sinkiang in the
seoond helf of the eighteenth century, in the sourse of the osmpaigns against
Dgungar Mongols, They were sent there by Emperar Ch'len-lung (1732 20 1799}
to oonwolidste Chinese holdings by aoting as administrators and *roops in this
frontier region, beirg promised by him that when they had dompleted ten yeaxrs
of mervice in Sinkiang others would fcllow to repisce them. They teak their
vivae and other movable possessicns with them, but v ia tke tims ocumo for
their service to be ended they learned that they hac been fargotten. IThey
thus were forced to remain in the far lsud to which they had marched. -
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Kure, & brick fortress, was built by them in the strategic I1i Valley, some R

30 miles west of Kuldja., This served as ihe center from which to administer !
the region. as a whule and to command the Manchu garrisons stationed throughout

the province. The Solons, who cane from the upper Nomni River in northwestern ;
Manchuris and famed for thelr skill in erchery, took Tich agricultural lands !
on the north bank of the I1L1 River, The Sibos,; who originated in central

Manchuria ‘and were utilized as sccribes and clerks, setlled on the south bank

of the I11 River. During the 1911 Revelntion most of the city anchus in

Sinkiang were massacred, but the village communities defended themselves and

survived. During the teirn of Governor Sheng Shih-tsai (12 Apr 33 to 2 Sep L),

a native of Manchuria, meny Manchurians came to Sinkieng and thus augmented

the existing Manchu populetion.

3. Language: The Sibos, Solons and Manchus have the sane writing and asme structure
of the spcken lengusge, tut pronocunce their words differently. All three have
an alphabet consisting of 28 letters. The original differences in speach appear
to have lessaned by the use of Manchu as an offiolal language in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, so that the three forms, as spoken in Sinkiang, are
mutually comprehensible.. Manchu still remains as the literary langusges, B
speciel point of interest is the fact that while the Manchu languagé in China
propsr hes beosme corrupt in the course of rears, the originel written and
speken language has remained intact in Sinklange . - . - e

4e SonseniTalignas At one.time Manohus wers spattered. threughout the, Iarge eities
of Sinkiang, tut with the passing of time, most of them were sbssrbed by ghe
Chineas. Wiih the exceptlion of seme 1,700 in Chuguockak (Tahcheng), Tarbagatal
Reglen, virtually &)1 of those oleesed As Manchus presectly live in the Ll
Reglous . The three largest urban concentrations are in Hwelyuan (111); Suiting
and Xuldjs (Ining). In the I1i Vulley they oocatlinue to predondnats in a few
villages on either side of ths rivex, in teroitory that ie fredoninan

 Kengkd and Uighure - . S
' 5. QackpAicaa! For the most part, the Manchus live by igrioulture, thoygh this
1s suppiamsnted by sheep raising and huntings, They have learnad hev to farn
the 1ands distributed to them and aro also bocam.‘l.g known as skilled hreeders
of oattley They still yay no taxes, & pulvilege which dates back te¢ jth’!.r
garrison dayws There ave {ree schools for thw onildren and all theip. .
traditionsl oustoma &rs jealouely maintained, To a oonsiderablo eitent they
have succesdsd in maintaining their traditionsl way of 1ife, sven to the point
.of pressrving their military sbility., . }

6. SumoAry) Despite thelr mall punber, the military addldty, tracithsh ‘ot sorvice
in sdainistration and generally forward-losking attitude of the Manohus amke
them a forne o be reckoned with in Sinkiang. Their imnediate future must

o invelve A measura of locel self-government if they are not to otastitute &
tharn in the flesh of the surrounding majorities,
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